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Bene Merenti Medals to GoldenlubileeDinner
Features Address
W ormser an d 1(enne dYBy Thomas E. Murray
Mrs. F. Wormser
~

1000 Guests Hear Dramatic Proposal

Accepts Honor
For Late Husband
J

At a convocation of the faculties
at Keating Hall on November 20,
1955, the late Professor I. Maurice
Wormser and James F. Kennedy,
Law School Librarian were presented with the University's bene
merenti medals for long and distinguished service to Fordham.
Following the invocation ~nd
the playing of the National Anthem, the Rev. Laurence J. McGinley, S.J., President of Fordham University, made his welcoming remarks and presented the
awards.
Mr. Kennedy was one of
twelve faculty members to receive the gold bene merenti medals. Deans John F. X. Finn read
the citation, as Fr. McGinley presented the award to the Law
S<.!"ool'~ librariatl.
(
A diamond set bene merenti medal was awarded to! Professor 1.
Maurice Wormser posthumously.
The Forty Year Award was accepted for her late husband by
Mrs. Florence ~ormser.
The Rev. Allan P. Farrell, S.J.,
dean of the Graduate School of
the University of Detroit, delivered an address to the assemblage
entitled, "St. Ignatius and Education," in commemoration of the
400th annivcrsary of the death of
the founder of the Jesuit order,
Fr. Farrell traced the history of
the Jesuits' rule in education in
the Jast four centuries.
Immediately after the ceremonies a reception was held in
the Marble Room of Keating Hall.
The following are the citations
read by Dean Finn, honoring the
late Prof. Wormser and Mr. Kennedy:
CITATION
Following its custom of recognizing those who ha.ve long served
her well and ' faithfully in her
scholastic pursuits, For d ham
University today, with a heavy
heart, brimming wtih gratitude,
presents the memory of a man
whom she delights to honor.
Born in this city in 1887, he was
educated at Columbia. University
from which he graduated with the
degree of Bachelor of Arts, sum~
rna cum laude, in 1906. ' Thereafter he received from Columbia
University Law School the degree
of Bachelor of Laws.
Admitted to the bar soon after
his graduation, he entered upon
the active pra.ctice of the law for
three years, after which he was
called by the University of IlUnois
to the post of Assistant Professor
of Law.
In 1913, with a name alread3'
distinguished in the legal profession, he came to Fordham University School of Lnw. While remaining on its staff, his alma. mater.
Columbia University, invited him
to its faculty, and for several
years he lectured there also on

By W. K. SUTHERLAND

Rev. Laurence J. McGinley S.J., presents Mrs. Florence Wormser
with the diamond set bene merenti, awarded posthumously to the
late Prof. Wormser.
the Law of Corporations in the
chool of Business.
.. To our own student body, he
gave long and devoted service, together with the results of his varied experience and scholarship.
He became "Mr. Chips of Fordham." As a practitioner specializing in appellate work he was
eminently successful, and became
one of the most active appellate
practitioners in the United States.
Every deeply interested in law reform, he courageously stressed the
supremacy of ethical and moral
principles in the law and elsewhere. As an author of legal texts
and commentaries, he was most
productive. He was widely known
in legal circles and his oral and
written opinions were everywhere
respected.
From 1919 to 1931 he was the
editor of the "New York Law
Journal," one of the leading legal
newspapers in the country.
In 1924, Fordham University,
recognizing his fine character and
great distinction, particularly as a
teacher, caused to be awarded to
him, from the hand of the late
beloved Patrick Cardinal Hayes,
the University's highest acc()ladethe degree of Doctor of Laws.
Further, over twenty years ago,
Fordham University awarded tQ
this learned man its gold medal
"bene merenti."
Today in this hallowed Hall
from which on October 22, 1955,
he passed in cap and gown to depart for God in the arms of the
President of the University, and
in the presence of all of his Fordham faculty colleagues,Fordham
University, in recognition of his
forty and more years of distinguished and unselfish service in
her academic halls, delivers. to his
beloved spouse, Florence Werner

Wormser, for the custody of her
good family until the end of time,
its diamond-set gold medal, "bene
merenti", which the University
hereby awards to
Professor I. Maurice Wormser.
CITATION
Following its custom of recognizing those who have served her
in her scholastic pursuits for a
score of years or more Fordham
University today presents a man
whom she delights to honor.
Born in this city in 1893, he waS
directed immediately after the
completion of his formal education to the work which was to
occupy him for the rest of his life,
namely the field of law books and
the law.
A specialist in books, and particularly in Law books, his talents
were sought by such organizations
as the LawYers Cooperative Publishing Company, and the Fallon
Law Book Company whom he
served faithfully and with distinction.
Thereafter he heard the rumble
of a distant drum and he was
called by his country into service
with the United states Army during the First World War. He rose
to a Sergeancy, with the title of
Instructor in Company Administration at Camp Joseph E. Johnston, Jacksonville, Florida. Here
he continued to combine his talents as executive and instructor
until the Armistice of 1918.
Departing from the military he
sought out the very best in the
law book field and he joined the
West Publishing Company of St.
Paul, Minn. Here the great minds
of the most successful law book
publisher in the world perceived
in his mind one which should be
(Continued on Page 6)

News of front page importance ment with the H-bomb proposal.
was made at the Law School'S But Sen. Henry Jackson, member
Golden Jubilee Dinner at the Wal- of the Joint Congressional Atomic
dorf-Astoria on Thursday evening, Energy Committee, voiced his
Novemb~r
17,
when
Atomic approval of the plan subject to
Energy Commissioner Thomas E. the condition that the Soviets conMurray dramatically proposed duct a similar demonstration to
that the United States detonate show their good faith. .
an H-bomb at the "Atomic SumIn another address given at the
mit" at Eniwetok Atoll before rep- dinner, Father Donaghy of Holy
resentatives of the peoples of the
whole world. Mr. Murray spoke
before an audience of more than
one thousand guests and members
of the faculty and alumni of Fordham Law School.
Prominent among the guests
were Mayor Wagner and the Most
Reverend Frederick A. Donaghy
M.M., Bishop of Wuchow, China,
recently expelled from that country by the Communists. The Bishop's bro .er, the Rev. William .
Donaghy" PreSident of Holy C oss '
College, was another speaker at
the dinner. The Toastmaster was
Leo T. Kissam, New York attorney
and Chairman of the Dinner Committee. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Robert E.
McCormick, Pastor of the Church
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Pelham Manor and Chaplain of
the New York Guild of Catholic
Lawyers, delivered the invocation,
and Rev. Laurence J. McGinley,
Courtesy of The N . Y. Times
President of the University, gave
the Benediction.
THOMAS E. MURRAY
Mr. Murray's address, which has
occasioned a great deal of com- Cross decried the modern secularment in the nation's press, was istic assault upon the doctrine of
highlighted by his H-bomb pro- the natural law, and characterized
posal. Such an action, Mr. Murray the secularistic definition of Law.
declared, would be more than a as "a belief which rigidly exbrilliant demonstration of Ameri- cludes God and religion from orca's technological strength. It dinary life."
would be "a demonstration of our
One of the Law School's most
spiritual strength, our sense of distinguished alumni, Hon. Aljustice," for "it would declare our bert Conway, Chief Judge of the
intention of vindicating by force New York State Court of Appeals,
the order of justice if a lawless was prevented from atte~ding by
aggressor should attack it."
pressing duties in Albany.
He
Such a demonstration, he point- wired his regrets and expressed
ed out, would also get people to congratulations to the Law School
realize the dangers intrinsic to on its Golden JUbilee.
man's possession of nuclear power.
Mr. Murray indicated that information concerning the effects of
Atomic and Hydrogen explosions
should be made more accessible to
the public than has been customary heretofore.
He termed the
It has been announced by Mr.
contemporary atomic situation as Edward B. Schulkind, '14, Pres"unprecedented" and deserving of ident of the Fordham Law Alumni
at least a partial revision of security policies . "I have long been per- Association, that Philip E. Smith
suaded," said Mr. Murray, "and of third year was chosen to be
have often said that an essential the recipient of the first Law
insurance against the dangers in- Alumni Scholarship. The award
herent in nuclear weapons is an covers all school charges for the
America-wide and world-wide academic year 1955-1956.
public that fully realizes the cosThe Scholarship is , donated by
mic dimensions of this danger."
the officers and directors of the
In making public these views, Association to an outstanding
Mr. Murray was careful to avoid Fordham Law student who disany implication that the Atomic plays exceptional professional poEnergy Commission, as a group, tential.
The presentation of the scholconcurred with his views. When
advised of the contents of Mr. arship took place on November I,
Murray's address, the other mem- at a luncheon at Miller's resbers of the A.E.C., in a joint state- taurant, where Mr. Smith was the
ment,' expressed their dis~gree- guest of the Alumni.

Scholorship Aworded
To Philip E. Smith

